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As part of the MA we have to develop a reflective diary, each semester 
as part of one of the modules. This is aimed to show are influences, 
inspirations, MA work and progress through the MA. Even though 
this is not part of the practice module, I personally find it has great 
relevance and does reflect alot of the inspirations for my practice 

work.

In semester 1 I started the reflective diary, very confused and didn’t really 
know what I was meant to write or show within the diary. My diary also took 
a very different approach within the first semester, as this was a printed 
book I had developed myself through Indesign. The book included my initial 
thoughts of the MA, my learning agreements, research and my influences 
for my first project. 

This has all changed in semester 2 and my diary is now in the format of an 
online blog. Within semester 2 we have also been asked to do a summary 
of a reflective diary, which is something we didn’t have to complete in the 
1st semester.

So how have I developed my blog this semester?
I feel one of the main reasons why I have done a blog this semester, is 
after a discussion with my course leader at the very start of the semester 
about cv’s being dead. This made us think of alternative ways that we could 
develop and market our cv’s and therefore we began speaking about blogs. 
I wasn’t very afraid or against the idea when my tutor suggested that we 
all started a blog, and if anything I was quite excited and intrigued. I found 
the blog very easy to set up, with a few simple steps and found the hardest 
challenge being which layout (or in Word press terms scene) that I wanted 
for my blog. I wanted a layout that would be easy for the viewer to navigate 
around, whilst also being something that reflected my design style. I did 
choose one after alot of ‘changing my mind’ but I personally feel this still 
isn’t up to scratch and something I need to work on. 

Another thing that I wanted to achieve with my blog was easy navigation, I 
didn’t want something that was a long page of posts after posts, which you 
kept having to scroll down to read. I therefore used categories and widgets 
to give my blog some order, creating a list and archive so people could 
easily navigate to what they were looking for. 
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But what did I miss from the printed format?
I can admit I had some hesitations at the start of online blogging and my 
first initial thought was I was going to create my reflective diary in a blog 
and printed format. I thought this would give me the balance between the 
two, but on the other hand I was doubling my work load. One of my main 
reasons for thinking like this at the start is that I thought it was going to 
be hard to communicate and gain profile for my blog. But now after 4 
months of blogging, I have managed to gain alot of profile for my blog and 
therefore felt there was no real need for a printed document. I also felt the 
printed document would just be a copy of my blog and therefore there was 
no real need for it.

But one of the things I felt when I created my reflective diary in semester 
1, is that it was easier to control the way people looked through and read 
the diary. I felt this as I where able to place the pages and information 
in the order I wanted to and was also able to group similar information 
together. Another aspect I enjoyed was also being able to design the 
layout as I could design this to reflect my own personal style and reflect the 
information within the diary through the design layout and text style.

But what I didn’t miss:
But with every disadvantage there is going to be an advantage, so what 
where these this semester? I personally found with my reflective diary in 
semester 1, I only wrote about things that were directly in line with either my 
practice 2 or research 2 work. By this I didn’t really speak about anything 
other than what I was actually doing. But I found with my blog that I was 
more open and blogged about alot more things even if they didn’t have a 
direct connection with any of my MA work. For instance I blogged about 
QlockTWO which is an interesting clock design, this has no connection to 
any of my MA work and personally feel if I was still using a printed format, 
this wouldn’t of been included. 

But on the other hand I have felt somewhat restrained with some of my 
blog posts. I found in the semester 1 reflective diary I spoke alot about 
some personal encounters that had happened through the semester. I 
found I haven’t done this style blogging in this semester, as sometimes I do 
wonder whose watching, looking and reading. 
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So what have I blogged about this time round?
As I stated above I found in this semester I blogged about everything 
and anything. This includes work from many design disciplines including 
graphics, furniture, product and interior design, not forgetting architecture. 
This is something I didn’t really do in semester 1 and I personally feel this 
has given me a better range of ideas and inspirations for my project work 
as I haven’t just looked for influences in my own discipline. I also found 
I wanted to keep my blog updated as much I as could, so found I was 
doing more entry’s on my blog than what I would of done if I had of done a 
printed, hard copy document. 

 I have also tried to relate the blog to both my research and practice work 
within the MA, by including posts from the lecture series. I have also 
included my curriculum vitae and personal profile, work from my BA (Hons) 
Interior Design course which I think was a good idea, as this would let any 
potential employers see examples of my work.

I have found though that I haven’t done much blogging about the progress 
through my MA and maybe this is something I need to develop over the 
summer. I have done most of my posts about modular and pre-fabricated 
architecture which does have relevance to my work, but doesn’t show the 
designs I am developing. I have also noticed that I haven’t included any 
examples of my MA, which is another thing I think I need to do. I feel doing 
this would enable the viewer to relate my blog posts about my influences 
through the MA, to the work and designs I have actually done. 

I also feel the influences I have been looking at have been more ranged 
and not my usual style. I feel I have been doing this as I have been trying 
to make my blog appealing and relevant to others as well as myself. But I 
haven’t posted anything that I haven’t liked, and was quite amazed at my 
changing style. An example of something I believe I wouldn’t of looked 
at before is the ‘Egg house’ and ‘Ibiza villa inspired by fairytales.’ I feel 
this have much more of an unusual, creative design approach which kind 
of goes against my technical, linear approach which I usually use for 
inspiration and find interesting.

Social Networking:
With the blog you’re able to see how many hits your blog has had. In the 
first few weeks I found I didn’t really have any profile for my blog. With this 
in mind and to raise the profile, I joined Twitter and linked it up with my blog. 
This meant that every time I did a new post, it was automatically tweeted to 
the world. In the first few weeks I found I was only get a few views a day and 
some days I didn’t even get one look. But after joining twitter and linking 
my blog I have found my hits have gone through the roof, with 1,350 hit’s 
to date. I have also been mentioned several times on twitter through the 
Student Designer Daily, which is a design newsletter posted every 24hours, 
the latest one can be found at http://bit.ly/gLCcV2, mentioning my blog 
post on ‘The House in Never Never Land.’ This has made me feel great and 
made me feel that my blog is being noticed (plus it ups my hits for that day). 
But overall this had made me realise the power of social networking and 
the web, and how this can be used to your advantage.



The future of my blog:
I have really enjoyed the experience and found it a very worthwhile. But now 
that semester 2 is over I don’t want my blog to stop, as I feel it’s something 
I could have and use forever (however it would be weird looking back in 5 
years, at my first post). I do want to continue my blog through the summer, 
so hopefully there will be alot more posts and blogging in the next few 
months. But not only this, I would also like to use my blog to my advantage 
in semester 3 (my final semester) of the MA. 

I do feel I could use it to attract potential employer’s attention. Instead of 
just sending them my CV, I can now send them a whole blog showing my 
influences, work and more.

I would however like to develop my blog further. I would like to try and 
design my own layout, which will reflect my own personal design style. I 
think if I manage to complete this, it would give my blog a more personal 
touch. I am hoping to do this over the summer, so when I come to use the 
blog for semester 3, it has a new, fresh look. 

I would also like to try and increase the profile of my blog (not that I am 
unhappy with what I have achieved already), I hope to do this through the 
power of the web and maybe sending the link to my blog to other designers 
and architects in the area.

I also feel my blog will benefit from being updating with my latest MA work, 
including work from the second and first semester and also my research 
module work from both semesters. I would also like to include my learning 
agreements on the blog, so people can relate my work to my initially 
outsets. I have also been considering trying to put my BA (Hons) portfolio 
work onto the site, so people are able to flick through the project.

And Finally...
Overall I have really enjoyed the experience of blogging and my initial 
excitement and eagerness is still there. I have really enjoyed seeing my 
blog developed and felt very successful and pleased with the comments 
and hits that I have received. I do feel it’s a great tool for any designer, who 
wants to give their CV a different edge, whilst also keeping up with the 
latest design trends and ideas.


